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Question 1 (500 words)  
Why are you applying to the HEC MBA Program now? What is the professional objective that 
will guide your career choice after your MBA, and how will the HEC MBA contribute to the 
achievement of this objective? 
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Question 2 (250 words) 
What do you consider your most significant life achievement?  
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 T
o

d
ay

, tran
sg

en
d

e
rs a

re p
ro

b
ab

ly
 o

n
e o

f th
e m

in
o

rities m
o

st d
iscrim

in
ated

 ag
a
in

st. 

A
 few

 y
ears ag

o
, as a y

o
u

n
g

 co
n

su
ltan

t o
n

 h
o

lid
ay

s, I
 v

o
lu

n
teered

 at th
e P

A
S

T
T

, an
 asso

c
iatio

n
 w

o
rk

in
g

 fo
r th

e in
sertio

n
 o

f 

tran
sg

en
d

e
r p

eo
p

le.  A
t th

at tim
e, th

ey
 n

eed
ed

 h
e
lp

 to
 set-u

p
 a w

eb
site fo

r th
e asso

ciatio
n

. W
h

a
t sta

rted
 as a stan

d
ard

 co
n

su
ltin

g
 

ex
ercise –

 req
u

ire
m

en
ts an

aly
sis, d

esig
n

, d
eliv

e
ry

, train
in

g
 an

d
 h

an
d

o
v

er –
 th

en
 b

eca
m

e a
 life ch

an
g

in
g

 ex
p

erien
ce. 

 A
t th

e P
A

S
T

T
, k

in
d

-h
ea

rted
 v

isits fro
m

 “n
o

rm
al” p

eo
p

le w
e
re rare an

d
 m

an
y

 o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 th
e
re –

 I co
n

sid
e
r th

em
 to

 b
e w

o
m

en
 

–
 eag

erly
 o

p
en

ed
 th

e
ir liv

es to
 m

e o
v

er a cu
p

 o
f tea.  T

o
 m

y
 a

tten
tiv

e ea
rs c

a
m

e v
iv

id
 sto

ries, o
ften

 h
ap

p
y

, so
m

etim
es e

m
o

tio
n

al.  

O
cc

asio
n

ally
, a

llu
sio

n
s o

f h
ard

sh
ip

 w
o

u
ld

 b
u

b
b

le
 u

p
 w

ith
 silen

t tears.  T
h

e p
sy

ch
o

lo
g

ic
al su

p
p

o
rt ro

o
m

, aid
 le

a
flets an

d
 co

n
d

o
m

s 

stack
ed

 u
p

 to
 th

e ceilin
g

 w
e
re ev

id
en

ces o
f th

eir reality
. 

 A
s a

g
re

e
d

, I r
ealise

d
 a fram

e
w

o
rk

 fo
r th

e
ir w

eb
site

, co
v

erin
g

 v
a
rio

u
s to

p
ic

s fro
m

 A
ID

S
 p

ro
tectio

n
 an

d
 s

elf-d
e
fen

c
e
 to

 h
air 

re
m

o
v

al an
d

 b
eau

ty
 tip

s.  B
u

t an
o

th
e
r realisatio

n
 o

p
e
rated

 in
sid

e m
e.  A

lth
o

u
g

h
 I h

ad
 n

o
 p

rio
r p

reju
d

ice ag
ain

st tra
n

sg
en

d
ers an

d
 

h
ad

 h
eard

 o
f th

e
m

 o
ften

 b
ein

g
 sex

 w
o

rk
e
rs, I w

as little p
rep

a
red

 fo
r th

e s
tren

g
th

 o
f e

m
o

tio
n

s fo
u

n
d

 w
ith

in
 ev

ery
o

n
e.  In

d
eed

, I 

lea
rn

ed
 th

at stereo
ty

p
es o

ften
 h

id
e a b

ro
ad

 sp
e
ctru

m
 o

f in
d

iv
id

u
al tru

th
s, an

d
 th

at an
 atten

tiv
e e

a
r can

 b
e so

m
eo

n
e’s lifelin

e
. 

 In
 th

e en
d

, I to
o

k
 a

w
ay

 m
an

y
 th

an
k

s o
f ap

p
rec

iatio
n

 an
d

, m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

tly
, th

e in
tim

ate co
n

v
ictio

n
 th

a
t d

isc
rim

in
atio

n
s o

f all 

k
in

d
s are n

ev
er ac

c
ep

tab
le

. 

 



MBA Essays by Pam: HEC Paris – September 2009 Intake 

Copyright ©   Journal d’une étudiante au MBA HEC 2011 (http://hecmba2011fr.pamstbox.net) 
  & Diary of a HEC MBA 2011 student (http://hecmba2011en.pamstbox.net)  
 

Question 3 (250 words) 
Leadership and ethics are inevitably intertwined in the business world. Describe a situation in 
which you have dealt with these issues and how they have influenced you. 
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Question 4 (250 words) 
Imagine a life entirely different from the one you now lead, what would it be? 
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o

u
ld

 o
p

en
 a 

trad
itio

n
al b

ak
e
ry

 w
ith

 its b
re

ad
 th

e resu
lt o

f m
y

 trav
els, e

n
co

u
n

ters an
d

 p
e
rso

n
al c

reativ
ity

. 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

 th
is w

o
rk

, I see m
y

self fig
h

tin
g

 a
g

ain
st th

e in
d

u
strialisatio

n
 o

f taste w
h

ich
 c

rea
tes so

u
lless fo

o
d

 an
d

 d
isc

o
n

n
ects p

eo
p

le 

fro
m

 w
h

at th
ey

 ea
t.  E

d
u

catio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e k

ey
 an

d
 ed

u
c
atio

n
 activ

ities co
u

ld
 b

e re
alised

 at sch
o

o
ls o

r in
 co

m
p

an
ies.  In

 ad
d

itio
n

, 

alth
o

u
g

h
 th

e p
ro

d
u

c
tio

n
 sh

o
u

ld
 m

atch
 th

e d
e
m

an
d

, I w
o

u
ld

 try
 to

 alw
ay

s m
ain

ta
in

 a d
iv

e
rsity

 o
f b

read
s fo

r sale.  T
h

e p
o

ten
tial 

d
aily

 su
rp

lu
s sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e w
asted

 b
u

t in
ste

ad
 b

e d
o

n
ated

 to
 ch

aritab
le o

rg
an

isatio
n

s to
 h

elp
 p

eo
p

le in
 n

e
e
d

. 

In
 a co

m
p

letely
 d

ifferen
t life, I w

o
u

ld
 en

d
eav

o
u

r to
 m

ak
e p

eo
p

le
 u

n
d

e
rstan

d
 th

at fo
o

d
 sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e an
d
 ite

m
 to

 b
e p

ro
cessed

 an
d

 

co
n

su
m

ed
, b

u
t in

stead
 sh

o
u

ld
 b

e resp
ec

ted
 an

d
 ch

erish
ed

 as a cu
ltu

ral tre
asu

re b
ea

rin
g

 th
e k

ey
s to

 o
n

e
’s so

cie
ty

. 

 



MBA Essays by Pam: HEC Paris – September 2009 Intake 

Copyright ©   Journal d’une étudiante au MBA HEC 2011 (http://hecmba2011fr.pamstbox.net) 
  & Diary of a HEC MBA 2011 student (http://hecmba2011en.pamstbox.net)  
 

Question 5 (250 words) 
Essay A. What monument or site would you advise a first-time visitor to your country or city 
to discover, and why? 
 

 
 
 
Word count:  249     
 

 In
 1

8
8

0
, P

ierre L
o

ti w
ro

te w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 b
ec

o
m

e a fo
u

n
d

atio
n

al n
o

v
el fo

r th
e T

ah
itian

 m
y

th
: “

L
e M

arriag
e d

e
 L

o
ti”.  T

o
d

ay
, if y

o
u

 

g
o

 to
 F

re
n

ch
 P

o
ly

n
esia, I h

av
e n

o
 d

o
u

b
t y

o
u

 w
ill v

isit th
e islan

d
s an

d
 th

e
ir w

h
ite san

d
 b

e
ach

es.  Y
o

u
 m

ay
 also

 w
itn

ess T
ah

itian
 

fo
lk

 d
an

ces w
ith

 sto
ries o

f b
rav

e w
a
rrio

rs an
d

 g
ra

ce
fu

l v
a
h

in
es.  Y

o
u

 w
ill fo

llo
w

 th
e fo

o
ts

tep
s o

f Jacq
u

es B
rel, P

a
u

l G
au

g
u

in
 an

d
 

m
an

y
 an

o
n

y
m

o
u

s o
th

e
rs w

h
o

 em
b

ra
ced

 L
o

ti’s v
isio

n
. 

 T
h

en
, if y

o
u

 still h
av

e a d
ay

 to
 sp

are in
 P

ap
eete, y

o
u

 co
u

ld
 v

isit th
e F

au
tau

a v
alle

y
. 

Y
o

u
 w

ill d
riv

e p
ast an

 in
d

u
strial zo

n
e, n

ested
 b

y
 th

e
 riv

er, an
d

 v
ario

u
s so

c
ial h

o
u

sin
g

 b
lo

ck
s p

lag
u

ed
 b

y
 c

asu
al crim

in
a
lity

 alo
n

g
 

w
ith

 d
o

m
estic v

io
len

ce, d
ru

g
 an

d
 alco

h
o

l.  T
h

en
 after a few

 m
in

u
tes y

o
u

 w
ill fin

d
 a sm

all b
asin

, n
ested

 b
y

 th
e m

o
u

n
tain

 ro
ck

s.  

T
h

e sp
o

t is h
u

m
b

le, an
d

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t attra
ct m

u
ch

 a
tten

tio
n

 if it w
e
re n

o
t fo

r th
e b

ro
n

ze b
u

st o
f L

o
ti stan

d
in

g
 in

 fro
n

t.  T
h

is is th
e 

p
lace w

h
e
re th

e m
y
th

 starte
d

. 

 Y
o

u
 co

u
ld

 easily
 p

ic
tu

re
 L

o
ti’s lo

v
e
rs m

eetin
g

 b
y

 th
e riv

er rap
id

s o
r th

e lu
x

u
rio

u
s tro

p
ical fo

rest.  T
o

d
ay

, y
o

u
 m

a
y

 fin
d

 ch
ild

ren
 

fro
m

 th
e n

eig
h

b
o

u
rh

o
o

d
 h

ap
p

ily
 p

lay
in

g
 in

 th
e fresh

 w
ate

r.  S
o

m
e o

f th
e
m

 w
ith

 ey
es red

 fro
m

 th
e ab

u
se an

d
 p

o
v

erty
 an

d
 y

e
t th

e 

stir o
f th

e
ir p

ast g
lo

ry
, w

h
en

 th
e w

a
rrio

r sailo
rs w

en
t o

u
t an

d
 co

n
q

u
ered

 th
e P

a
cific islan

d
s.  Y

o
u

 w
ill h

e
a
r th

eir lo
u

d
 lau

g
h

ter 

ech
o

ed
 b

y
 th

e v
alley

.  A
n

d
 th

en
, stan

d
in

g
 at th

e m
y

th
’s o

rig
in

, y
o

u
 m

ay
 u

n
d

erstan
d

 a b
it m

o
re ab

o
u

t T
a
h

iti. 

 


